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To the Inhabitants of Maribrough in the Connty of Wilts, 45d Countrey near 


adjemisg · 

»\Riends.and Neighbours, it is more ſhame to be negligent and idle, 
then to be poor, but to ſtrive who ſhall be firſt in à good- work ig 
"#  hotovrable : There is ſome rea ſon why: this particular way of ſhew- 
ing merty towards the poor ſhould be firſt in practice, where it was 
- Hiſt in queſtion, though the number of poor be many, the work 
- grear and means (mall, yet nothing is bard to God: when his band hath done 
ie-where it is ſo hard, it may encnurage others 3 where id is more eiſie, none can 
abject the charge, becauſa ie will he les, nor injuſtice, becauſe it is more equal, 
and for the pains, what can be done withont: if the work be hard, it is not im- 
poſſible; for all things are poſſible to God, and to him that believeth : Let us go 
on with courage, diligence and conſtancy for the glory of God, the good of the 

poor, and the peace of our conſciences, for it is our duty, T. L. 
T. L biapropofitions to the inhabitants of ſa/browgh,be having formerly im- 
ployed thepnor of that ton 2; years, hath ſeen muchi the ground of their miſe- 
— — — remedy, & bring deeply ſenfidle of their ſad condition, and 
greathefsand daily enereaſe of their numbers that beg, their manner of living, 
and not dike to be otherwiſe, in diſcharge of his conſcience towards God and 
many: at fallaweth, That ifi be ſhall receive an order and — 

;oMar/brovigh with oo nt of the Inhabicants, and a 

of — T bs. Haares, or 8 
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ol ſuch as are fit to work, and of them that ſhould brioꝑ them iato work ac- 
cording to order. 8. To enquire in any houſe, whether any beg, how many per- 
ſons in that family, and how employed 9. To meet the Officers that collect 
and bring in the money, and the keeper of the workhouſe,gvery ſixt day at the 
middle of the day, to ſet in order the work. 10. To uſe ſome Uiligence 8Bout 
ſettling a poor mans office, firſt where labourers and handicraftꝭ men that want. 
work, and: ſuch: as want workmen' may enquire, 2. Whete ſome boysthar 
would or are fit to be Apprentices, may be informed of mafters, and ſome that 
wants ſeryants in City or Countrey, or whom” they hive ſpoken td may en- 
quire. 3 Where maids that would or a fit to be Apprentices or Covenantfer- 
vants, or ſome as want ſvch; may enquire; but none to be put to ſervice until 
they be firſt taught to knit, ſpin, ſom, learn ſome trade or wayof ſivelihood, leſt 
in after times they can do nothing for themſelves. 4. Where any poor people 
that may have work, and are known to live idly; may be informed of, and 
courſe taken with. 5. Where tradeſmen who at ſome times have more work 
for cuſtomers then they can do, and others of that trade want, way be in- 
formed and adviſed to help one another, and fo improve their tradeez and not 
encreaſe poor families. 6, Where any in diftreſs, having juſt cauſe to com- 
plain, may make their ſeveral conditions known, that courſe may be taken to 
ſupply their wants, as money can be had. 7. Where any well affected may 
form of work, or adviſe in whatſoever may be for 4 general good, = | 
people having work conſtant, may yearn more at a lower rate, then they W 
work onely three or four days in a week at a higher rate; and until this wor be 
effected, Tho: Laurence doth agree to act all on his part at his own charge, if the 
Governours and inhabitants of Malbrougb ſhall on their part conſent and agree 
firſt, that all that have paid one peny a week adde one half penya week more, 
and all others acrordingly to help children that are to be taught. and to diſpoſe 
of them when they can work well. 2. To require che keeper of the workhouſe 
that he provide wool to ſet on work from time to time ſixty per ſons of the 
Town, if more want work, then they to have work provided alſo, and the- 
keeper of the workhouſe to be paid for that as can be agreed, and to pay 
wages as others pay forthelike work, being as well done; andito have inoney 
allowed him to buy working inſtruments, i teach ſurb to work at the worli⸗ 
bonſe who cannot work, nonhave friends to: teach them; and every one to. 
pay for their tools and teaching, and when they can work well) to be diſpo · 
ſed of, and others put in their places. 3. That the Governours appoint the 
Wardſman, or ſome other Officer, to ſend in every morni as are appointed: 


that none fail of their days work, and to allow as for — — 
— for their _ 
and .. 
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alm as are in geceſſiey, until ſome good courſe can bet 
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| (3) | 
and whatſoever things or perſons are not rated being rateable, he equally retdd- 
and paid to the poor and that al} extraordinary charges; as by peſtilertee br the 
like, be not paid out of the collection money; and that there be 4 poor mani bor 
in the Office, to put in what money any one ſhalſ freely give for his inſormati - 
on and advice, or any other charitable perſon for the uſe of the poor. . That the: 
Officers that collect and bring in the money, the keeper of rheworkhouſe,” 
and Tho. Laurence, meet at the poor mans Office every ſixt day, at the mid. 
dle of the day, to diſpoſe of the money collected for children, and ſuch 25 
julily complain of want, and to ſettle labourers and handicrafts men as much: 
as may be in conſtant work, and the old and impotent in moſt convenient places, 
and that the Officers of every ward deſire work of them that have it, for la. 
bourers and handicrafts men, being required by them that want work, and that 
there be a proviſion of firing at the beſt rate ini ſeveral places of the Town, for 
poor people to have at hand for their money as they have occaſion,” 51 If any 
one concerned in this Covenant, through any occaſion whatſoever, ſhall fail 
of his duty for the publike good, then Tho. Laurence is to chuſe another in his 
place, or act himſelf by the ſame power. 6. That not onely Governors, but 
all inhabitants alſo joyn in one to advance the publike good, by: ſetting aſide 
work for times of want, as wood cleaving; threſhing, hedging, gardening, 
digging, weeding, gathering hearbs, or any work, and inform at the Office 


what work they have, and how long they can ſtay. 7. Not onely the rich, 
but poor alſo be provident to get work for themſelves, and not live idly and 


diſorderly, cauſing their own miſery, but labour and eat their own bread, this 
is that the Apoſtle warned, 1.7 beſſ.3:i0. F avp,wan weuld not work, he ſhould 
nog eat : The drunkard and the glutrox ſhall come to poverty, and drouſfineſs ſoall 
cleath a man with rags, Prov. 23. and ſtripes are for the back of fools, Prev.19,20. 
and a deceitful perſen ſhall be famiſhed, Prov. 19. 15. 8. It not onely the 
Town, but the Countrey.neer adjoyning ſhall ſay, they ſuffer much by the poor 
of Marlbrough, if they will contribute, then their doors, woods, hedges; und 
other goods may be more free : and if any perſon ſhall be found to have ſtollen 
any thing from thee that contribute, that then reſtitution be made by them 
that ſtole it, according to the La] bat if the Countrey ſhall take no notite, 
neither may the Town. 9. When the ſtreets are cleanſed of all beggars chat are 
able to work, then they who paid three half pence a week, pay one half peny 
aweek more, and all others accordingly, to maintain che old, impotent, and 
young; children, theſe are ſome pointing, but the knowledge is in practice. 
10, That ell houſholders in Afartbrowgh mret at the Town Halbto give their 
conſent. If ſome will ſay, They will give their ctaricy rhemfelves; ſo they 
may, for this publike collection is paid, not given, neither doth this hinder / 
any to give money, food, raiment, or ſend gifts to the poor; according to 
Sctipture. 11. Ihat whatſdeycr things are juſt, and for the good of tbe 
Town, though not mentioned in this form, be pertormed by every particular 
inbabitant. 12. Thas:fix of the Governours, and ſix of the inhabirantt in- 
the behalf of the whole Towo, ſer their hands and ſealt to this agreement, and 
that this work begiq at the end of harveſt, which is the beſt time, and until thar 
time it may be conſidered of, and then if the Governours and inhabitant: of 

Wel A 2 | Marlbrangh 
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bill enten inte this Covenant, Thw Laenge doth agree to act | alk 


dis post tilbtbe work be effected, at his omeharge. At thefirſtihe judged 
him wirneſt, that ggin was not che mover, and fearing the Inhabitantt would 
flumble at the ſame; T. L. is- free to act wirhout money. 13. After conſide- 
ration of the numbers at preſent charge, and there may be many: mane} be- 
ſides others. in danger, and. the moſt are old impotent, and families. of \chil- 
dren that pre very ſmall, and of them that arer well able to work, but 2 very 
litle number: If therefore the Governors and inhabitants of Mari brongb ſhall 
coaſent and agree, that after tryal the former rates are found too little to main. 
tain the poor, that then every one who! pay oe peny: a week; pay one! far- 
thing aweek more, and alb others accordinglyg and when the pbor can be 
maintained with leſs, andi children are gromn, the Ton may by conſent take: 
their rates lower: 1558 190130 l | 


In tender heart love tompnti phbiurs and-Coumtreymes I wrote this ſport fou 
the ſame love imtruth reaching to tbe Creation, ¶ lavermritter another; 
aul diveftedit tothe Parliament; nowbom thiſei thret ' Nations art 10 be. 
ſubjeQ inall j oft cammandean m 
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2 there may not he a beggar in BAgland, Scorlavay nor Ire lau, it is 
; defired, That you would give order: that every Patiſi under your Go- 
verntnent pro vide two able men. fearing God, with whom: chey may agtet to 
aQavfolowethy ( in caſe mone ſhall undertakerit ſreely) Firſt to tis notice 
how many fatniien there be in that Pariſh; 2. Hbm many beg; 3, How: ma- 
ny old, impotent: and young rhildren. 4. To take notice how mat are able 
to worle, and of ſuch as ſhould ſetithem to-work according to order- 0 T 
meet the Officers that collect and: bring in the money, one day in every week : 
at the time and place appointid, to ſer in order- things: concerning the? po 
16 Toſettlea por mans ffice, to ſet down firſt where labourets and H-oud + 
ere fit men that wang work, and ſuch as want workmen, may enquire : 2. Where 
boys that would or are fit to go Apprentices, may bie informed of Maſters, or 
ſuch as want ſervantt ia City or Couatrey, or whom they have ſpoken to 
may ire 3. Where maids that would or are fit to go Apprentices or Co- 
vienaat ſervants, or ſome that want ſuch may enquire, but none to be put to 
ſer vide, untill they be. firſt taught to knit, pin,» ſow, learn ſome trade, or way 
of. livelihood, leſt in aftertimes they can do nothing for themſelves. 4. Where 
any poor people that may have work, and are known to Ie idly , may be 
informed of, and courſe. taken with. 5. Where any poor that are in _— | 
I | having 


— 


1 


980 + +4 


* 


3 * -0- 9 ** 


FI,” 


—©- 


* 


„„ os 
hivingjofticanſeto'complain,,may make theù conditions: 
may 1 — to ſupply their wants; as money cun he had 1 
any woll · affect ed may inform and/adviſe' for the publike good; that pot pe. 
ple having conſtaat work, may earn more at a lower rate, then choſe that work 
only thres or four days in a week at higher ratet And as the mem entruet ar 
to act as aforeſaid, ſo the Officers and Inhabitants of the” Futiſti to act 1 f. 
lo vet. - | + Dees: 

Frſt, To raiſe a ſtock or gather money to provid: work for them that are 
able to work, and to ſupply their old, impotent; and young children by eollecti- 
on, aud alſo helpthoſe whoſe work will not maintain chem; though the money 
may trouble ſome, yet the charge may be uebi ſeſ, and more equal then giving 
vickuals; beſides, confider the ill b-eeding, wicked life, and bad end that mn 
come unto by idleneſs. 2. To take the beſt courſettiey can for tlie manner how 
to ſer them to wor on ſiſł woot, hair, cotton, hemp flix tom wiek, or any other 
matter; if thete be 20 perſons im a village that live by begging, being able to 
wor k, then the Pariſn to agree with ſome elothiece, Throwiier fat or ſt5cking- 
maker for 5. pound year; or as the ching ir or can he agreed: to farniſh the2o * 

per ſons with as ue wort cel y av they can do, and pay at others pi for 
thelike work beihg/as welt dote; ſo im great Ton or Places of clothing, one 
Glotenrt may take 20, anoh.H : as brföre: ſo in great Cities where is much 
trade on ſi lc wol, Haie, ebrton winding, wenving, button making, or the like, 
every Puriſh or Diyiſton agtee with ſome Tradeſman to provide work for 20,ax 
aforeſaid and ſo ay riſe to Huodredi or thouſsnds by the ſame rule; ſo the 
poor may: have work te do, Tradeſmen their work done, and money atfo ; ſo 
ia plices where poor are edereiſed, and have no Trade; or where ſome great 
Trade is wholly decayed, ſome other is to be fought for wich- difcretion; bur 
where Trade at preſent is dend there ſomo perſons only to be ſet to other work, 
or put to· other plates for a time and not hanłer after maſters for worlt, when 
the Trade is ſo dead, and hurt both, 3. That all Ofizers in the Pariſtr aſſiſt che 
men emruſted, as need require} and they ctiat collect and bring in the money, 
and the men entruſted meet at the poor man's Office one day in every week at 
rherime appointed to ſettle the work, to diſpoſe the colecken money to chil- 
dren that learn to work; and ſuch as are ĩn want, to ſettle laboureti and handy- 
crafd men in conſtitt work, and old and impotent in convenient places; #: 
whatfoeverthey can do for the good of the Pariſh, though not mentioned in 
this form.' 4 That not omy Officers, but all Tohabirants joyn if one toad 
vance the pub que good, by ſetring aſide work for dayv anct times of want, and 
infor mat the Office what work they have, and ho long tłrey can ſtày. 5 Not 
only rich; but the poor alſo in every p triſn be providem to get work for” them 
ſolves, and not ſive idle and diſorderly, eauſing their own miſery, bat labour, and? 
et theit on bread; this iy that the pe war ned 1 Te 3. 10 Faux 
world u , be ſhould not cat: Th: duni und ib glurton (wall be pur; 
ani drowſineſs ſhall clonth's man withrags, Prov. 232. and ftripet are for the* 
buck: of 'fools,; Prov. 19:29: ant a deber fut perſon ſd ali be uffamiſord, Prov. 955 
25. 6. Ifthe couggry allo hall contribute to poputbur Towns, chen thx. 
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doors,woods,bedges, and other goods may be freed from them; and then pub- 
like notice be . — of the Town enter upon the ground of any per- 
ſon or pariſh that contribute, for they have given ſo much by the year, and who» 
ſoevet ſhall be found to have ſtolen any thing from. them that contribute, are to 
make reſtitution according to the Law; Gods law was, that whom the Judge 
ſhould condemn, was to pay to his nejghbour double, or four fold. 7. That all 
houſbolders in every pariſh meet in ſome convenient place where this form may 
be read, and the whole Pariſh withthe men in truſt enter into covenant to per- 
form all that is herein, and all elſe that may be for the general good, and all the 
Officers of the pariſh,and as many more of the inhabitants in the be half of the 
whole pariſh, ſet their hands and ſeals to this Agreement. Theſe are ſome point- 
ings, but the knowledge is in the praiſe : Now that words may come into pra- 
Kite for the publike good, it is deſired that the Parliament would give order 
that this ſhort form be read by the Miniſter of every Pariſh under their Gover- 
went it may be done as eaſie as to proclaim a Faſt)it will prevent idleneſi, leud- 
neſs, drunkenneſs, theft, & c. and ſo break the bands of wickedneſs, and let the 
oppreſſed go free, the true Faſt which God hath choſen, proclaim it abroad, it 
is honourable) and then to be delivered the Officers for the poor to take notice 
how many beg in every pariſh, what courſe they have taken to ſupply them 
with labour and relief, and to give in their accompts to any one who is appojnt-: 
ed Juſtice of the Peace for the County, one moneth before the Quarter Seſſi- 
ons, and the Juftices of every County to peruſe the accompts, and give them 
in to the Judge of the Seſſions to be conſidered of as is need; if any. Officet 
fail of bis duty, or any of the Pariſh ſhall oppoſe, or not aſſiſt, that then both 
Officers and others ſo failing, pay at every Seffions to the uſe of the poor, 
double their rate for their neglect: and if any have juſt cauſe to complain, 


he may appeal to the Officers of the poor, or to the Juſtices. of the County, 
or to the 15 e of the Seſſions, or to the higher powers, to which every ſoul 


is to be ſu je 4 | . | T9 8. au 
. And What ſhall be laid upon Superionrg if they ſhall neglect the truſt cem. 
mitted to them 4 ** | 
When the deceit of ſuch is laid open before the higher powers, I leave 


to their judgement, knowing that all, both high and low muſt give an accompt 
to God; nor do I deſire to burden any mans conſcience or eſtate, but to eaſe 


them rather, and to ſt r up the mindes of wiſe men to act for their owo profit, 
to compleat by practiſe and experience what is briefly pointed at in words: 
juſt men in truſt a juſt account, and a penalty upon the unjuſt jultly executed, 


are as ſinnews to the body of this work; but if there be no man in truſt, no 


account nor penalty, the work will fail, Gods judgements have been long u 


theſe Nations, great differences and diſcontents have been ſeen, great bloodſhed 


o 


and burthens have been felt, great counſels and undertakings have failed, whot 


knoweth but it hath been much for the cauſe of the poor, there have been ol- 


ten faltings and long prayers; who ſtop their ears at the cry of the poor, ſhall . 
ery themſelves, and not be heard; that there may not be a beggar in Hal: no 


beggar in England, Scotland, ot Treland,is the defire and hope of one, who hath 
no intentions of evil in any, but wiſh the. good of all. 


T, L. 
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| (7) 
Reader, 1 _ 
Have not M ritten to hinder others, but to flir them up who may know more va- 
riety of places, trading, and commerct : I have conſidertd of Cities,” Tewes, and 
Villages, but no place have 1 feund where ſome part of this Flarform. may nog 
(arable with little alteration; great Cities may be divided inte con _ pats, 
that the poor, impotent, and Jabourers that live in Qu. ſtreet, and Alleyr, may be 
ſupplyed with labour aud relief from the rich Tradeſmen, and Merc ants having | 
ſeveral Offices of Information, where poor people may mak their ſeveral conditions 
\ known, tat means. may be uſed for their relief, and not periſh, as many ave 
done 3, to ſupply the poor, wi h money and ner with Work and goutrnment, may bring 
the rich to powgrty, And the poor en, 75 ene Can ſerve Cod chemſelves, Hoy 


. * Wall en vi A 0 8 
their gene ralion better then in ſome Foxeſt employment, . . 


work haue notenough ? wt: F208 MOL 2 


Av. Is no more work to be found * 1, all Work improved ? May not ſome 


| 
| " Cab M & 43a) * 3 oF. ew $. PF 
planting of Hemp, and Flax, and ſpinning of Linnen be when Woollen fails 
for a AY ? Mak we keep other Nation in work on Hemp f Flax, and 
our Wool alſo ? What makes Cloth and Wool a Drug in England? And is 
not much work done by Horſe-mills, Water mills, Frames, Engines, &. that 
might be done with hands,and onerich man begger others of that trade, where 
« one will do as much as five or ten, and hand-works alſo deceitfully done with 
* balf work, the goods hurt, the buyer deceived. 
| Anſw. 2. If man cannot finde a way, God can: I/rael at the Sex could not 
7 fin! e their way, yet God made one; Hagar could not finde water for the 
childe, yet a Well was near; in every City, Town, and Village there is work 
enough, and money enough to be found, but neglect and ſelfiſhneſs bath blind- 
ed the eye, that men grope and cannot ſee the means though preſented to them. 

OdjeR. 2. The work is great, and had need be ſet forth more large and plain. 

Anſw. This ſhort way will ſet many men a talking, and many ſmall ſticks + 
may make a great fire. | 

Odject. 3. There are many Laws and many Officers concerning the poor al- 
ready, 

4. But where is the execution ? The proverb is fulfilled, 7 hat which is 
ev:ry b:dies buſineſs,ts no bedies#bnfine(+: Bat where is the man in truſt that doth 
not fail to oider the poor, the Tradeſmen engaged to finde them work, the pe- 
nalty and juſt execution if any fail, or bigber Powers to redreſs all juſt com- 
plaints 2 

Object. 4 Bad people Will ſpoil ment work that art engaged. 

Anſv, The Yarn may be as good as the Wool or Flax; pay juſtly what 
they earn, abate for what they ſpoil, and they will mend; bat whoſoever bates 
more, they are the bad people. 
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FE 7755 whe ae] bw" ex aol 4 great Work may b ora, Hin tag, 


+ owt: r yo 7y yo ke, then every. partivalar fox 
4. upon the } jo 7, that what as 1 LEM in ter times 271 be mauifeſt, 
real werhy art In lei eſteem with Fad Ines; honeft undertakings ma finde wore 
ag belt, and oppeſitivn th by encour ement; I what ir Te all. anduver al | 
__ and oppſers, who are 10 e in this thr ib Lots 4 Wins! fr 117 5 and : 
Ihen confounded; Gods ways a are ür # mn j $reat things by full 
means for bis on glory 7, that v0 aw” Wag ae ainment truth 
bath with ro - the libe I have wee , Mee 30 
Hioniaę aud t 8 out of tl 3 ane objefteth.one thing, anther 
another * Jing 474110, 4% Fg it 88 7 Power. will not do, 
: Pariſhes will not do, ; will never be (ike the ten 7 $4 raiſt 7 4 [1 eport ; fonrof 
"Anak ere there, Cyanty art there, fl, Pall w do 235745 eu little or! But the 
Lice ones wut into the good land, but their ,careaſſes fell inthe 22 


The End. 


